18 June 2026

Remarks from Kelsey Peterson (she/her) read in person at the School
Committee meeting:

I'm a parent of a Green Meadow student and a member of the board of
Maynard Pride. | was very sorry to hear last week that the school is facing
pushback regarding Felixology participating in the high school book fair as
well as the library collection containing Maia Kobabe's memoir Gender
Queer.

Personally, | think it is wonderful for our schools to bring local independent
book sellers in to share diverse reading material with our children, and for
the school library collection to hold a wide variety of books.

It is so important for all our children to be exposed to literature that offers
them "mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors" (as described by Rudine
Sims Bishop in her classic essay). For all our teens, whatever their gender
or sexual identity, having access to a book like Gender Queer can help
provide a relatable teen experience, and for queer students this is even
more important.

Research has shown that transgender high school students are at
significantly higher risk of suicidality compared to their cisgender peers.
Research also shows that finding inclusive books in school or community
libraries can help reduce this risk by helping teens to build self-
understanding, and reduce feelings of isolation and internalized shame.
Providing access to queer affirming books to students who identify as cis
and straight can help them to expand their view of the world and become
better friends and allies to their peers.

All our students deserve the opportunity to build an expansive and
empathetic understanding of the world that helps them to affirm the
worthiness and value of all.

Kelsey Peterson (she/her)



